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Course Syllabus:  Social Issues
Year/Semester: Spring 2013
  Meeting Time: 2nd & 3rd hours
         Location: Room 103 & 201


  


Instructor:  Alex Funk


Phone: 390-0826

Email:  afunk@seedsofhealth.org


Course Description:   This course is designed to explore the different issues at play in our modern society. We will look at what makes up a society and our roles as individuals within society, how to effectively research different social issues, and we will discuss and debate relevant issues and what makes them controversial. The focus of this course is not to all agree on the different issues, rather it is to explore multiple perspectives and make informed personal decisions. This class involves a lot of discussion.  Each day you should come ready to learn and participate.  Some of the issues we are exploring may be uncomfortable for some students, so everyone in class is expected to show the utmost respect to their classmates and teacher through their words and actions. We can agree to disagree and even argue in this class, but we will do so in a respectful and safe manner which means listening to our classmates, even when we do not like what they are saying, and responding to their specific points.  This semester is going to be challenging but really fun—be ready to fully jump in!
Learning Targets:

Knowledge:

Questions we will strive to answer include: 

1. What role do I play in society?

2. How am in influenced by those around me?

3. How do others view the various issues we will be discussing?

4. What factors in society affect the different issues we will be discussing, i.e., crime?

5. What should be changed about the world around me? How can I be a part of that change?
Skills:


Throughout the course you will be developing a number of skills including:
1. How to do accurate research and identify valid sources

2. Understanding how you are being influenced by the media and others

3. Articulating your opinion in a clear and effective way

4. Working effectively with others in a variety of group settings, including large group discussion and debate as well as small group work

Dispositions: 

By the end of this course, students should understand that they play an important role in society as an individual and as part of the collective. Students should be able to identify areas where they would like to see change in society and understand that they have the power to affect positive social change.

Major Course Assignments:

Classwork and homework are important parts of this class and both will be checked on a regular basis.  We may be reading a full-length book this semester, and reading should be completed in a timely manner. In addition to tests and quizzes throughout the semester, there will be a final exam at the end of the semester.

Primary Course Materials:

You will need a notebook and folder for this class. You should bring your own pens/pencils—I have a very limited supply to share! Please only use pencil or easily readable pens. There may be additional readings that should be brought to class throughout the semester. 

Grading Policy:






Grading Scale:
Classwork: 20%




                           90-100%  =A

Homework: 20%






80-89%    =B

Participation: 20%






70-79%    =C

Tests/Quizzes/Projects 20%





60-69%    =D

Final: 15%




  


 <60%    =U

Accountability (soft skills, behavior): 5%
Please note the importance of participation in this class. Individual participation is worth as much as the projects, tests and quizzes!

Late Work Policy:

Late work may be turned in for reduced credit until the end of that particular unit. I must receive the late work on or before the day of the unit test otherwise I will not accept it. 
Academic Integrity: 
All work must be original and all sources must be properly cited. Any plagiarism, copying from other students, or cheating in any other way is UNACCEPTABLE and will result in an automatic zero on the specific assignment.

Attendance and Tardies: 

You have to be in class to participate! Unexcused absences and tardies will be taken into account in determining your final participation grades. Additionally, getting up to leave before I excuse you will result in a tardy for that day.

Behavior Policy: 

We will talk about behavior expectations together as a class, but when our classroom or school rules are broken there will be consequences, including: verbal warning, see me after class, calls home, detention, and referrals.

Additional Notes: BE PROACTIVE- See me before or after school if you need help! I am happy to help and that way we can figure things out before they become major problems. 
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