[image: image1.jpg]




Course Syllabus:  Personal Finance
Year/Semester: Fall 2013   Meeting Time: 1st & 2nd Hour Room 201   Instructor: Alex Funk


Phone: 390-0826

Email:  afunk@seedsofheatlh.org


Course Description:   This class will explore major themes in personal finance with a focus on practical application to your lives. We will cover topics including financial planning, budgeting, basic economic principles, investing, credit, business planning, checking, insurance, and career and college planning. 
Essential Learning Outcomes:

Knowledge & Skills: 
1. Demonstrate basic personal banking skills like budgeting and debt management.
2. Analyze the components of credit. 

3. Demonstrate 21st century job skills including resume writing and interview skills. 

4. Calculate the consequences of compound interest. 

5. Identify the benefits of investments. 

6. Develop a personal career plan.
Dispositions: You will leave this class understanding that by setting short and long term

 financial goals, creating and following a plan, and being smart about spending and 
saving you can reach those long term goals, such as paying for college, buying a car, or 
starting a business. 
Major Course Assignments:

Throughout the course of the semester, there will be a number of small projects as well as tests/quizzes as assessments. You will be receiving regular homework each week. You will also be required to write daily journal entries that will be checked regularly. Class work will be checked on a regular basis. As a class we will also be participating in the Junior Achievement curriculum which requires participation in a field trip at the end of the semester.
Primary Course Materials: 

You will need a notebook and folder for this class. You should bring your own pens/pencils everyday—I have a very limited supply to share! Please only use pencil or easily readable pens. There may be additional readings that should be brought to class throughout the semester. 

Grading Policy:






Grading Scale:

Classwork: 15%






90-100%  =A

Homework: 15%






80-89%    =B

Participation: 20%






70-79%    =C

Tests and Quizzes: 20%






60-69%    =D

Projects: 15% 





  
             <60%    =U

Final: 15%

Please note the importance of participation in this class. Individual participation is worth as much as the project and tests and quizzes!

Late Work Policy:

Late work may be turned in for reduced credit until the end of that particular unit. I must receive the late work on or before the day of the unit test/assessment due date otherwise I will not accept it. If you miss an assignment, a copy of it will be located in its correct folder in 201.
Academic Integrity: 
All work must be original and all sources must be properly cited. Any plagiarism, copying from other students, or cheating in any other way is UNACCEPTABLE and will result in an automatic zero on the specific assignment.

Attendance and Tardies: 

You have to be in class to participate! Unexcused absences and tardies will be taken into account in determining your final participation grades. Additionally, getting up to leave before I excuse you will result in a tardy for that day.

Behavior Policy: 

We will talk about behavior expectations together as a class, but when our classroom or school rules are broken there will be consequences, including: verbal warning, calls home, detentions, and referrals.
Additional Notes: 
All Power Points, handouts, homework assignments, graphic organizers, or any other classroom material will be posted to the following website by the day of the lesson:    http://alextenor.weebly.com/
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