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Criminal Law

· Criminal Law is divided into two separate categories:

· Felonies: More serious. Penalties for felonies are at least one year in prison.

· Examples: Homicide, Grand theft auto, Armed robbery

· Misdemeanors: Less serious. Penalties for misdemeanors are less than a year in prison and usually have some kind of fine or fee.

· Examples: simple assault, minor theft (under $500), etc.

· In a criminal case charges are always brought by the government (i.e. District Attorney or prosecutor) against a defendant (the person being accused of a crime).

· Ex. The People of Wisconsin vs. Jeffrey Dahmer

· Plaintiff: Person harmed by the crime (sometimes called a decedent if the person is no longer alive)

· Defendant: Person or people charged with the crime

Burden of Proof

· “The necessity of always lies with the person who lays charges”

· In the United States it is not the job of the defendant to prove his/her innocence, but for the prosecutor to prove his/her guilt.

· “Beyond a Reasonable Doubt”

· In a jury trial, the prosecutor must prove the defendant’s guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

· This does not mean that every juror has completely no doubt about their decision, but instead it means that any reasonable doubt is not present.

· You can think of it as being 99% sure of something, there might be that 1% of you that wonders if your decision is right but the evidence overwhelmingly supports you.

· So in a criminal trial, the prosecution is often at a disadvantage.

